
As 2009 draws to a close, I am pleased to report to the community on some of the 
items that have been dealt with successfully during the past few years.  Although 
frequent media reports state Council is dysfunctional and nothing is happening, 
you will find that much, in fact, has been done and the City is moving forward on 
many fronts.  That doesn’t mean there haven’t been squabbles and disagreements 
on Council – there have been many, and it disturbs Councillors like myself as it 
distracts us from getting the business of the City done.

My job involves ensuring the needs of Kanata North are met and that I contribute 
to citywide issues in a positive and supportive manner.  For the first part, my staff 
and I respond to issues as quickly as possible and have an excellent working ar-
rangement with other city staff – which pays off in responding to those issues.  I’ve 
also been able to move forward on the provision of facilities, such as road projects 
(detailed below), purchase of land and developing plans for a new recreation com-
plex, the development of parklands with Walden Park completed, Briarbrook and 
Sandhill Parks started and Keyrock imminent, and provided ongoing consulta-
tion through Ward Council meetings as well as communications with you through 
various means.  I appreciate your contributions on issues and suggestions for im-
provements and look forward to hearing more in 2010.

2010 DRAFT BUDGET
The 2010 draft budget has been tabled.  The west end councillors are holding two 
public consultations in Kanata, the first taking place on Saturday, Jan. 9 from 2 
p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Mlacak Centre, and the second being held on Tuesday, Jan. 
12 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Holy Trinity Catholic High School.  You can view the 
budget online or at city libraries and Client Service Centres.  I’d appreciate receiv-
ing your views and suggestions at the meetings or by email, mail or phone to my 
office.  The final budget deliberations start on Jan. 25, where you can register to 
give a five-minute presentation to all of Council, and finish by the end of that week.

DEVELOPMENT IN KANATA NORTH
Kanata North continues to be an area with much ongoing development, consis-
tently being one of the five wards with the most building permits issued.  The re-
sults are many new neighbours who enjoy our great communities, much construc-
tion to try and get around, and new facilities developed and forthcoming.

Development in Morgan’s Grant and Brookside is nearing completion with more 
than 1,000 new homes added since 2006.  Two parks remain to be built in the 
Brookside area - Sandhill and Brookshire.  These required work to be done by 
the developers before the plans that were developed with community input could 
be tendered by the City.  Unfortunately this work started so late in 2009 that the 
installation of play structures and other facilities had to be postponed until the 
spring of 2010.  I have asked the Planning Department to change the requirements 
so that parks will be made available early in a development and not put off until 
the last units are being built.  

In Kanata Estates, the park was to be developed under a front-ending agreement 
between the developer and the City.  It took months of pressuring by residents and 
myself to get the draft of that agreement done, and again winter has come before it 
is done, and work will not be able to be carried out until Spring.  

The City does plow the roads in new areas once there are occupied homes there.  If 
you experience problems with snow plowing (or other issues) you can call 311 for 
immediate assistance or contact my office if you need further information.

The Broughton lands (next to Kanata Avenue) are now being serviced with roads 
and buildings to be underway next year.  The Richardson lands north of the 
Richardson Side Road are also ready for development.  For this plan I was able 
to get staff to approve steeper local roads so that there would be less blasting and 
some treed areas could be preserved.

In the Kanata Town Centre, the Royalton Retirement Centre has opened and start 
of construction on the first of four apartment buildings is forthcoming.  Land 
has also been sold to a hotel chain and a major restaurant.  In the Centrum, an 

application has been made for a child care centre, and a small office building is 
pending.  City-owned lands, where a Main Street is to be developed, will soon have 
a District Library constructed.  This Library will be the major focus for libraries 
in the west end of Ottawa.  A visioning exercise was held in December to obtain 
views from the public and future meetings will be held in 2010 where you can pro-
vide input into the design and function of the building.  Construction is scheduled 
to start in 2011 and be completed in 2012.

Lands drained by the Carp River have been on hold as additional engineering 
studies were carried out.  These studies have now been concluded and necessary 
approvals from the provincial government are now being sought.  The studies will 
require rehabilitation of the Carp River corridor and a number of storm water 
ponds to ensure adequate drainage.  Once approvals are in place, several proj-
ects that are on hold (Rona, Hulse Playfair, McGarry Funeral Home, addition of a 
youth centre at the Bridges, and Minto’s Arcadia subdivision) can move forward.

As well as housing, commercial services have been added, particularly in Morgan’s 
Grant-Briarbrook where Minto has built a shopping area and Trinity is just start-
ing their centre across March Road.  Both are adding much needed services to 
those communities.  

TRANSPORTATION – ROADS, TRANSIT, CYCLING, PEDESTRIAN WAYS
Councillor Feltmate and I have set up a Kanata Advisory Committee on all forms 
of transportation so that we can keep on top of community needs.  If you’re inter-
ested in being involved in this committee, please contact my office.

Getting around our community will soon be much easier – but for the next year 
you’ll have to put up with a lot of construction.  The widening of March Road up to 
the Old Carp Road is now underway.  After Christmas, the sewer and watermain 
construction will start, followed by construction of the new northbound lanes to be 
completed by Fall 2010, including traffic signals at Klondike and Maxwell Bridge.  
Traffic will then move to these new lanes while the southbound lanes (located on 

CONTACT INFORMATION

For all City services, call 311 (you do not need an area code) or email 
311@ottawa.ca You will be given a tracking number for any follow-up needed.

Website www.mariannewilkinson.com
Email Marianne.Wilkinson@ottawa.ca

Councillor Marianne Wilkinson 613-580-2474 
Ward Office 613-580-2424 ext. 33242 
Councillor’s Fax 613-580-2514

City website www.ottawa.ca

For Police life-threatening emergency or crime in progress call 911

Other Police emergencies  613-230-6211

Community Police Centres  613-236-1222 
and other inquiries call (TTY is 613-232-1123)

OC Transpo 613-741-4390 (transit info) 
 613-842-3600 (customer service)

Western Ottawa Community 613-591-3686 
Resource Centre

Kanata Food Cupboard 613-836-7847

OLYMPIC TORCH RELAY
It was very moving to attend the arrival of the Olympic Torch at City Hall and to 
meet former Olympians like Barbara Ann Scott and Elizabeth Manley.  Then early 
the next morning, I watched the start of the run through Kanata, then drove to 
Scotiabank Place to see the torch arrival and passing to another runner.  The many 
people who were there became a part of this wonderful criss-crossing of Canada 
leading to the Winter Olympics. 

CLEANING THE CAPITAL
Kanata North has won the award for the greatest participation of residents in the 
Cleaning the Capital program four consecutive times!  This is one way to keep 
your community beautiful.  As well as the spring and fall activities, many individu-
als carry a bag on their walks and clean up on a daily basis.  Others have adopted a 
park or street and look after it.  The Kanata-March Horticultural Society maintains 
several gardens – beside the Teron Road fire hall and at the Old Town Hall – and 
others care for traffic circles.  Thanks to all for caring about our communities.
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TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN
In November 2008, Council passed the Master Transportation Plan, which 
laid out future needs and priorities to 2031 for roads, transit, cycling and pe-
destrian links.  The plan for transit shown above is to be built in stages with 
the first part being light rail from Blair Road to Tunney’s Pasture, including a 
downtown tunnel and maintenance yard, as well as some bus transitways, in-
cluding Bayshore to Moodie.  Planning studies have just been completed for 
the tunnel with a six-month environmental impact public participation pro-
cess to start in the New Year.  It will be some time before we get rail to Kanata, 
but I continue to work to get the missing bus transitway links completed.

MARIANNE, A CELEBRATION
On the first Monday in December in 2009, more than 300 people feted me at a wonderful evening at the Brookstreet Hotel to mark the 40th anniversary of my first 
election, and 20th year in municipal office.  The event was also a fundraiser, with more than $28,000 raised for youth facilities at the soon-to-be-built Kanata North 
Recreation Complex and more than $2,200 raised for pink tulip gardens – all thanks to the hard work of a dedicated organizing team.



the existing roadway) are upgraded along with the final traffic signals. All city 
contract construction is to be completed by end of August 2011. Construction of 
Klondike from March Road to Flamborough to urban standards will be done as 
part of this project.

Completing the last link of Kanata Avenue from All Saints Catholic High School 
to the Richardson Side Road will commence about February along with the first 
section of the Goulbourn Forced Road (which is to be renamed as the result of 
a name the road competition).  These sections will have sidewalks on both sides 
of the road, cycling lanes, streetlights, and two roundabouts – one on each road.  
Traffic signals at All Saints will make it safer for students to cross.

The missing section of Terry Fox has been funded under the federal-provincial 
infrastructure program.  The detailed design and environmental studies have been 
completed and submitted to the federal and provincial governments for permits 
as required.  Newspaper reports about the need to protect endangered species 
(turtles and several tree species) have been addressed.  The first section, adjacent 
to Morgan’s Grant, including connecting to the Second Line, will be under con-
struction by late winter.  Other parts of the road will be done in several stages with 
completion scheduled for late 2010.  

Funds for widening Campeau Drive from Kanata Avenue to Huntmar has been 
provided in the 2010 budget.  This includes widening to four lanes from Kanata 
Avenue to Didsbury and a new road extending across the Carp River to Huntmar 
Road.  It is planned to have the Kanata Avenue, Campeau Drive intersection im-
proved with either turn lanes or a roundabout.  

Transit within Kanata remains a challenge.  Express buses are popular but often 
overcrowded.  Local routes are not well used except for school trips and for those 
with no other means of transportation, and as a result, some may be reduced 
through the 2010 budget process.  Route 96 has increased frequencies and I expect 
it to be a 24-hour service within a year or two.  The opening of the piece of the 
transitway at Bayshore has caused some concerns.  Early express buses no longer 
have to use that section since it is usually faster at 7 a.m. to stay on the Queensway.  
Later buses save time by going that way, particularly in winter, as traffic on the 417 
can be down to a crawl.  The next section of transitway, from Bayshore to Moodie, 
is under final study with a public meeting on the specific location to be held early 
in 2010.  It is anticipated that construction of that section will start in 2011.  The 
portion from Pinecrest to Lincoln Fields is quite complex and a further study has 
been undertaken to determine a final location.

Cycling lanes are now added on all major roads.  The terrible accident last sum-
mer where five cyclists were severely injured has raised concern about the safety of 
these lanes so further improvements are being considered.  Council has passed a 
Master Cycling Plan and funds have been provided in the 2010 budget to start an 
implementation plan to provide more facilities for cyclists.

Kanata North is blessed with many pathway systems by way of parks and natural 
environment areas.  There are, however, areas without sidewalks that need im-
provement.  These are added when roads are reconstructed (e.g. the missing sec-
tion of Kanata Ave.) with a few new areas being served each year.  I’ve asked for 
sidewalks on the west side of March Road at Teron Road, for example.  There have 
also been requests in the Morgan’s Grant area.  

LANSDOWNE PARK
Everyone agrees that Lansdowne Park needs to be improved, but there are differ-
ences of opinion on how to proceed.  I’ve looked into the proposal in great detail, 
including meetings with the city manager, with Roger Greenberg from Minto (one 
of the proponents), with members of Council, and attended three of the public 
open houses and read more than a thousand emails.  

In the end, I stated that I could not vote in favour of the original proposal, but could 
support moving forward if certain changes were made – particularly on the financ-
ing aspects and on the City retaining control of the design of the building and having 
a public design competition for the open spaces (including the Aberdeen Pavilion 
and Horticultural Building).  In November, my motion on the financing passed, as 
did motions on the design aspects, so I voted to have the proposal move forward.  
Over the next six months, a design panel will be working on building massing and 
design; and on the public design portion, a detailed transportation and transit study 
will take place and concerns over the retail mix will be resolved.  In June, Council 
will have the information necessary to make a final decision.  Further information is 
on my website and will be added as further reports are received.

CANADA DAY
Once again, the Canada Day 
Committee, composed en-
tirely of volunteers, put on a 
great show for Kanata at Walter 
Baker Park.  Between 30 and 
40,000 attend this event, which 
featured a midway, children’s 
activities, stage performance 
and great fireworks, all in a safe 
environment.  I’m happy to sup-
port this activity and urge more 
residents to get involved to keep 
Canada Day in Kanata going. 

H1N1
As soon as vaccines were available, the City set up clinics to inoculate high risk in-
dividuals first, followed by the general public against both H1N1 flu and seasonal 
flu.  Although the first clinics were overwhelmed with numbers, the adjustments 
made had half the population of Ottawa getting their shot by mid December.  I 
have had both inoculations and strongly recommend them.  H1N1 is a pandemic 
(i.e. widespread in the world) and is not yet finished.

KANATA NORTH RECREATION COMPLEX
The long awaited recreational centre in Kanata North is moving ahead.  An advo-
cate architect has been hired to do the basic planning for the building and site, an 
advisory committee is in place and has provided valuable information and insights 
to the process, and a first public meeting on the layout held.  Two more public 
meetings will be held over the next few months and you can also contribute by 
sending me an email.  The advisory committee will be putting together a fundrais-
ing plan to add to the budget so that we can have an eight-lane pool, artificial turf 
on the soccer fields and additional equipment.  The complex will contain the pool, 
training pool, fitness centre, double gym, running track, meeting rooms, youth 
centre, skateboard park, playgrounds, splash pad, outdoor basketball courts, soc-
cer fields and an outdoor education centre.  The opening is scheduled for 2012.

OFFICIAL PLAN
Every five years the City must revise its official plan that provides guidance for 
development activities, deals with environmental concerns, and includes the 
Transportation Master Plan and Servicing Plan.  The latest was approved in 2009 
and, other than the Fernbank Lands which were primarily added by the Ontario 
Municipal Board several years ago, kept the same urban boundary.  This means 
that you will see higher density development in all new developments in Kanata.  
Staff had recommended some expansion along March Road but this was not dealt 
with by Council, so the existing boundary was maintained.

ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Over the past year, there were a number of concerns over procurement of IT items, 
both on buses and in the offices.  I am particularly concerned over problems iden-
tified in the Mayor’s Task Force on Technology, which also recommended setting 
up an IT sub-committee of Council.  This has been done, and I’ve been elected 
Chair of the sub-committee.  Our job is to work with staff to ensure we have a con-
crete plan for the use of IT to create efficiencies and improve service and to develop 
an implementation plan.  We’ve also approved having the City showcase products 

from local firms as a means of testing those products and giving the companies a 
marketing opportunity. 

In 2009, I was elected to the Board of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities.  
This organization deals with national issues that affect municipalities and serves 
as a conduit for federal funds reaching municipalities – including gas tax money 
and the Green Fund for environmental projects.  It also gives me the opportunity 
to meet with municipal officials from across Canada and learn from their experi-
ences.  The Board meets three times a year in different cities, one of which is always 
Ottawa for meetings with MPs.

The City has also now acknowledged the need for a strong Economic Development 
Program to ensure there are jobs available for all in our communities.  A task 
force, of which I’m a member, is to develop a plan by spring 2010 for approval by 
Council.  I would welcome ideas from the community on this matter.

NEW POLICE STATION
The Ottawa Police facility on Abbeyhill has been closed with the opening of the 
new West District Police Station on Huntmar.  I was able to tour the facility be-
fore it was occupied courtesy of Councillor El-Chantiry who is Chair of the Police 
Board.  It is a state-of-the-art facility that includes many energy saving features, a 
community room that groups can book for meetings, and everything needed to 
support the police who work out of this building.  An open house is planned for 
Jan. 9th when you can see it for yourself.  Having this in our community will pro-
vide more visible policing and faster response time.

NEW SCHOOLS
With a growing community, the need for schools is always present, and almost 
every school has portables.  It was great working with our public school trustee, 
Cathy Curry, who has just been elected Chair of the Board, in getting a child care 
facility included in the new South March Public School, and in getting City ap-
provals quickly enough so the school could open in September.  The community 
has embraced this school with volunteers like Laura Lafantaisie, who collected 
5,000 books for the school library -contributing a lot.  Congratulations to all who 
made this school possible – and so far without a portable!

The separate school board plans to build an elementary school adjacent to the 
Goulbourn Forced Road within the next few years, and I will also work with them 
to ensure that City approvals are received as quickly as possible.

TRANSIT STRIKE
One of the most difficult times during this term of Council was the transit strike.  
The difficulties and inconveniences to so many residents clearly showed the im-
portance of our transit system.  I want to thank everyone for doing what they could 
to help out by carpooling, sharing, walking, cycling and helping their neighbours.  
Although the strike did resolve the scheduling issue, it did so at a price to many.  
Council has directed staff to work more closely with the union to deal with is-
sues before they become large and develop a better level of understanding between 
management and our drivers and mechanics.  We need to be a team and to respect 
each other so that you receive the service you deserve.

TEEN ZONE
A group of teenagers from the Earl of March produced the design for a Teen 
Zone in the Beaverbrook Library and then painted the mural, chose the 
furnishing and created a great place for teens to congregate in the library.  
This is another great example of community participation.

A TASTE FOR LIFE
On Wednesday, April 29, many residents joined me at LaPointe’s for a fund-
raising event called ‘A Taste For Life’.  Councillor Feltmate and I had a friendly 
competition to see who would raise the most for Bruce House and AIDS orga-
nizations that benefited from the event. Kanata North residents came through 
raising $2,012 compared with $1,855 from Kanata South for this worthy cause.   

FLOODING AGAIN
On July 24th, the Kanata/Stittsville/Carp area received an extremely long and 
heavy downpour of rain.  In some areas, water entered homes through windows, 
cracks and storm water cleanout pipes.  Much of this water then went out through 
the basement drain into the local sanitary sewer, overloading that system and 
causing backups of sewage in homes further downstream.  Over 1,200 homes were 
affected, with the worst areas being in Glen Cairn.  About 50 homes were affected 
in Kanata North.  

This flooding occurred despite much work done to correct problems from previ-
ous floods.  City staff have now done a detailed investigation of the causes of the 
flooding – which are multiple as they differ from place to place – and are now 
starting to put together solutions to ensure this doesn’t recur.  It is important to 
have a comprehensive plan to ensure that all avenues are covered.  Hence, solutions 

will be implemented as the engineering studies proceed provided that solving one 
problem won’t create another.  Funding will be provided in 2010 to start this work.  
I’ve held one meeting with residents in Kanata North who were affected and plan 
future ones as more detailed information becomes available.

Many people have suffered a great deal from this flood, so I undertook to set up 
a fund to help those without insurance, as well as asking Council to provide a 
grant of $1,000 to those who have had three or more sewer backups over a 15-year 
period.  The policy that I prepared was approved in November.  Those impacted 
must submit an application by Feb. 28, 2010 and have registered any 2009 Flood 
with the City.  

WARD COUNCIL
The Next Ward Council 
Meeting is January 18th 
at 7 pm in the Program 
Room, Kanata Senior’s 
Centre, 2500 Campeau 
Drive (west end of the 
Mlacak Centre)

SECOND TRIP TO CHINA
In November 2008, I went to China to meet with business leaders in four major 
cities – Beijing, Xian, Wuhan and Shanghai.  In each city I met with them to get 
a broader understanding of issues in China.  Both trips have resulted in bet-
ter business connections for Ottawa firms as we now have a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the science parks (their technology industries) in Beijing, 
and with the largest technology park in Shanghai, the Caohejing Hi Tech Park.  
I’m shown in the foyer of their admin building.  Since then visits to Ottawa have 
been held with representatives from these parks and more are planned.

THIRD ANNUAL KANATA NORTH PICNIC
Although it rained a lot in July the sun decided to shine on July 28th for our an-
nual picnic.  About 1200 residents dropped by, devouring 1,000 hot dogs and 
750 hamburgers!  Everyone enjoyed the displays, petting zoo, entertainment 
and children’s activities.  Watch for next years picnic in late July and enjoy. 


