
YOUR COUNCILLOR AND YOU
Residents can help me to meet the needs of our communities in a number 
of ways, including sending emails, using Twitter, responding to issues in 
my monthly e-newsletter, and attending Ward Council. You can meet me 
informally anywhere or join me at a Saturday morning coffee corner from 
9:30 am to 11 am on March 2nd at Sippy Cup Café in Morgan’s Grant, 
on April 6th at Tim Horton’s on March Road and May 4th at Loblaws at 
Kanata Centrum. I love to attend street parties, office events and special 
occasions. Contact my office to arrange for commemorative certificates for 
special occasions such as 100th birthdays, 50th anniversaries or any other 
occasion that is important to you and your family.

Some community needs that are underway include getting a path along 
Klondike from March Road to Sandhill, adding needed sidewalks near 
schools, supporting the school boards in providing schools in our com-
munities, protecting more of our environmental lands and ensuring that 
development site plans meet community needs.

See my contact information on the back page and follow me on Twitter, 
Facebook and Linkedln. Check my website and flickr regularly and sign 
up for my e-newsletter.

2012 WAS A BUSY YEAR
Serving as your representative is not a 9 to 5 job. Many days start with a 
breakfast meeting and end with an evening community meeting or event. 
During the day, I have committee meetings, discussions with staff on issues, 
and respond to emails whenever I can. Weekends are times for special 
community events, meeting with residents, writing my weekly column and 
reviewing documentation for meetings in the upcoming week. My objec-
tive always is to get things done for the community and to help individual 
residents deal with issues that affect their home or community. 

The 2012 International Women’s Day Breakfast, with guest speaker, 
my friend, Dr. Roseann Runte, President of Carleton University, was a 
wonderful way to start the day. Mayor Jim Watson also attended. Dr. 
Runte gave a wonderful talk on her background and the issues facing 
women in the world.

Canada Day in Kanata is completely run by volunteers and they pro-
duced a superb day to celebrate our country’s birthday. Later in July, my 
Ward Picnic benefited from wonderful weather, with more than 2,500 
enjoying the many activities and the entertainment by talented members 
of our community.

In September, Expo 55+ was a full house, as many of the health and 
community organizations that service seniors provided information 
to attendees.

Other events included speaking to young mothers at the Youville Centre 
for the International Day of the Girl Child, hosting a discussion with fran-
cophones in Kanata North, judging local events such as outdoor Christmas 
home decorations and supporting local charities at their fundraising events. 

This year, as well as the events you enjoyed last year, we will have the official 
opening of the Richcraft Recreation Complex – Kanata and I’m adding a 
Volunteer Recognition event.

TRAFFIC ISSUES
Speeding and failure to stop at stop signs remain serious issues in the com-
munity. Last year, I purchased two speed indicators so that people would 
be aware of their speed and these are placed on different streets for a period 
of time – and they have helped a little. The police have been asked to set up 
speed radar units as well. To seek further solutions, an Area Traffic Study is 
being organized on Knudson Drive, where speeding is a serious problem. 
The results of this study will help also in dealing with other streets with 
similar problems.

RADON GAS
Last year, I held an information meeting on radon gas, which is a colour-
less, odourless gas that results from the breakdown of uranium in rock. This 
gas is very common, but in high concentrations, it can be a health hazard. 
Fortunately, it is easy to deal with it. On March 4th, 2013 a second meeting 
was planned at the Mlacak Centre. Check my website for information on 
radon gas if you missed that session.

OPEN HOUSE
An Open House on the City’s drainage study is being held on Monday, 
March 18 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Mlacak Centre. A detailed report 
on the Blanding Turtle study will be presented at the same time.

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
Between 2006 and 2011, the population of Kanata North increased 30.3% 
and that rate of growth has been continuing. Morgan’s Grant is nearing 
completion. East of March Road, there are a few townhouses being com-
pleted and approval has been given for stacked townhouses between March 
Road and Sandhill. Subdivisions along Kanata Ave. and Terry Fox are now 
underway and Minto is servicing lands along Huntmar for their Arcadia de-
velopment. Construction has started on a second apartment building in the 
Town Centre and the third (of 4 in the plan) is undergoing site plan review.

Zoning has been approved for an apartment building at 2 The Parkway; re-
duced to seven storeys from the original submission for 16 storeys, and with 
increased setbacks from Teron and the Parkway as requested by the commu-
nity. The efforts of the community to ensure that development there would fit 
into the community were significant in ensuring that the changes were made.

Zoning applications are pending for the Town Centre lands owned by 
Urbandale and for the Outlet Mall near Scotiabank Place. Planning staff 
are also reviewing an application for a 15 storey condominium on Teron 
Road (which I do not support). I expect to see a zoning request on the 
commercially zoned land across from All Saints this year and possible de-
velopment of the vacant lands there.

Development of the approved subdivision north of the Beaver Pond requires 
the results of drainage studies for both Watt’s Creek and Shirley’s Brook 
that are presently underway by the City. Once completed, the developer, 
KNL, will need to produce detailed drainage and grading plans for approval 
by the City before development can proceed. Public meetings on the City’s 
drainage study will be held by spring. A detailed report on the Blanding 
Turtle study will be presented at the same time. Check my column and 
website for information on the date, time and location of these meetings.

TRANSIT
Due to budget cuts, it has been difficult to improve our transit routes 
in Kanata, but some progress has been made. I regularly meet with OC 
Transpo staff on community needs. Please continue to send me sugges-
tions for future route changes, particularly to implement routes once the 
Park and Ride at the intersection of Terry Fox and Innovation Drive is 
constructed. The design of this lot is being done this year, but funding for 
construction has not yet been committed. 

The Presto system for fares has had many setbacks, but is now working 
well. The latest test with more than 10,000 users began on February 1st. A 
final report will be at the Transit Commission (of which I am a member) 
in April. At that time, the Commission can move forward or, if the system 
fails to work satisfactorily, can withdraw and receive a full rebate on pay-
ments made. The monthly pass I purchase each month, so I can test the 
system, has been working.

The first phase of Ottawa’s light rail system is now underway, starting 
with the signing of the many contracts required with the consortium. This 
consortium will build, maintain and finance construction from Tunney’s 
Pasture in central Ottawa to Blair in the east, including a tunnel through 
downtown. Studies are underway to finalize the route to the west, with a 
recommendation to be made later this year. Initially, Kanata will be served 
by bus rapid transit, with a bus transitway located along the north side of 
highway 417 and a second bus route going north in the median of March 
Road. Eventually the main route will continue to Fernbank Road via 
ScotiaBank Place and, in the long run, be converted to light rail.

Sarah Dehler honoured with City Builder Award

More than 2,500 residents enjoyed the Ward Picnic

Did You Know that the Kizell Wetland is a provincially significant wetland 
and contains a number of endangered species, including Blanding turtles?

Did You Know that we have a Beaver Deceiver in the Kizell wetlands at 
Goulbourn Forced Road?  This contraption keeps the beaver from filling 
in the culvert (which would flood the road) without having to move them 
to another location.

Did You Know that Kanata Race Day will hold its fourth fun race this year 
for those from 2 to 90, for 1k or 5k. Details will be on my website. 

Did You Know that the first residents in Glen Cairn arrived in 1964 
and in Beaverbrook in 1965?  Both communities will soon celebrate a 
50th Anniversary.

Did You Know that many street names in Kanata honour Canadians from 
different fields and that the Beaverbrook Library has information about them?

Did You Know that Kanata North has the highest percentage of Canadians 
of Chinese origin in the City of Ottawa?

Spot the beaver looking at the Beaver Deceiver

Transportation comes in many forms

CONTACT INFORMATION
For all City services, call 311 or email 311@ottawa.ca You will be given a 
tracking number for any follow-up needed.

Website www.mariannewilkinson.com 
Email Marianne.Wilkinson@ottawa.ca 
Twitter: @marianne4kanata 
Facebook: facebook.com/Marianne.wilkinson2

Councillor Marianne Wilkinson 613-580-2474 
Ward Office 613-580-2424 ext. 33242 
Councillor’s Fax 613-580-2513

City website www.ottawa.ca

For police, life-threatening emergency or crime in progress call 911

Other Police emergencies  613-230-6211

Community Police Centres  613-236-1222 
and other inquiries call (TTY is 613-232-1123)

OC Transpo 613-741-4390 (transit info) 
 613-842-3600 (customer service)

Western Ottawa Community 613-591-3686 
Resource Centre

Kanata Food Cupboard 613-836-7847

Pour une copie de texte de mon rapport communiqué avec mon bureau au post 613-580-2474 ou par courriel à marianne.wilkinson@ottawa.ca
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ADDING TO KANATA NORTH
The final approval to the City’s 2008 Official Plan included adding ex-
pansion areas for urban development. Two areas will be added to Kanata 
North. More than 400 acres is along March Road from Maxwell Bridge 
to St. Isidore’s church and a smaller area runs from Terry Fox towards 
Huntmar. Over the next two years, planning studies will be conducted to 
determine how these areas will be developed. You can participate in these 
studies, so plan to attend the public sessions to ensure that these new com-
munities are positive additions to Kanata North. Watch my column and 
website for meeting dates or sign up for my monthly e-newsletter.

WASTE ISSUES
In 2012, a number of changes were made to disposal of waste from our 
homes that include an increased emphasis on recycling through use of 
blue, black and green bins and garden waste pickups. I have heard from 
some families, who had opposed the changes that the new schedule works 
for them. I encourage everyone to do what they can to reduce the waste 
going to landfill and put it to use instead.

Good items can be sold at garage sales, put out with a free sign on Give 
Away Weekend in early June or donated to a charity. Kanata was a leader 
in establishing recycling in the 1970’s and we can remain a leader today. 
Toxic waste can be taken to special depots – watch for the ads. There 
is a list of places to take electronic items on the city website. Go to 
www.ottawa.ca for more information, including many suggestions about 
using your green bin.

The Carp Landfill expansion report has been submitted to the province by 
Waste Management. A decision could be made later this year. The City has 
recommended changes to the proposal to reduce the volume and time for a 
new landfill and to mandate significantly increased recycling.

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA INITIATED
The City has approved a Business Improvement Area (BIA) for the 
Kanata North Business Park (KNBP) and recently endorsed the Board of 
Directors, on which I serve. The BIA’s role is to support business in the area. 
The KNBP is composed primarily of technology businesses, with some 
retail and professional services. Over the next year, an Executive Director 
for the KNBIA will be hired, all businesses contacted to determine the key 
area needs and a business oriented website developed. Employment here 
is a key part of Kanata and I’m happy that local residents can work close 
to home and their children will also be able to work within their home 
community in the future. 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
At the request of the Mayor, I have agreed to Chair the Ottawa Community 
Housing Board. Housing is one of the Mayor’s priorities and he has told 
me that my experience in dealing with housing issues in the past (which 
includes working with the province to obtain the 40 units of housing on 
Penfield Drive, board duties for the Blue Heron Co-op, and speaking en-
gagements on housing) made me the ideal candidate to take on the role 
of Chair. As a result, I will no longer be head of Transportation but I will 
remain a member of that Committee and will ensure that Kanata North is 
provided with needed transportation services – including a new park and 
ride, extension of Campeau Drive and more sidewalks and cycling routes.

I am also a member of the Transit Commission, Library Board, Audit 
Committee, IT Committee, Lands Development Board, Kanata North BIA 
and serve on five of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities committees.

Much of my time is spent in meetings with staff on issues affecting Kanata 
North, meeting with residents and communicating with the community 
through my weekly column, monthly e-newsletter, Ward Council, attend-
ing community meetings and responding to email. My priority is first, to 
serve the needs of residents and businesses in Kanata North, and second, 
to ensure that City wide needs are addressed.

BEAVERBROOK LIBRARY ADDITION
The Beaverbrook Library has been closed for the construction of a two 
storey addition that will make this library the District Library for the west 
end of Ottawa. When completed in August 2014 it will be 2.5 times the 
present size and include special areas for children, teens, adults and re-
searchers. The Kanata Room, containing historical information on Kanata 
and bound copies of newspapers from the 1960’s, will be a special fea-
ture. Meeting rooms are designed to be available from inside the Mlacak 
Centre, so they can be used when the library is closed. A new parking lot 
near Campeau Drive will add extra spaces.

During construction, the Mlacak Centre will continue to be open and fully 
operational, although entrance areas may change as construction moves 
forward. For library services, there will be a depot in the Beaverbrook Mall 
where you can pick up materials ordered online, return items, make pay-
ments, read newspapers in a small seating area, access the internet and 
select items from a small collection. Special programs will continue at the 
Hazeldean Branch or in the Beaverbrook Community Centre. The Kanata 
collection will be temporarily housed at the Stittsville library.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Over the year, there are many events when you can enjoy an activity with 
your neighbours. As well as community organized events, I am involved 
with several that provide information to, and fun for, residents.

In 2013, these include:

•	 International Women’s Day breakfast, Mlacak, March 5th, 7 am
•	 Volunteer Recognition event in April. Please send me names of 

volunteers that you feel should be recognized, including reasons
•	 Canada Day on July 1st at Walter Baker Park
•	 Kanata North Picnic at the Sandwell Green July 17 – free food 

and activities
•	 Kanata Race Day to raise funds for the Richcraft Recreation 

Complex – Kanata
•	 Expo 55+ on September 20th, 1-3 at Mlacak Centre, showcases 

services for seniors
•	 Ward Council, monthly except summer, Mlacak Centre
•	 Special meetings on planning and other issues as required

BUILDING A LIVEABLE OTTAWA
The City is working on revisions to its Official Plan, as required every 
5 years. This plan includes official plans for land use, infrastructure, 
transportation, cycling and pedestrians. Detailed information is on the 
City website. You can comment online or at public sessions. Issues of 

concern in Kanata include pathway connections, the natural environment 
and traffic. These plans are to be completed by December. After this, a 
financial plan will be completed by June, 2014 resulting in setting the 
development charges to be paid on new construction for the next 5 years.

RICHCRAFT RECREATION COMPLEX – KANATA
Drive along the Goulbourn Forced Road and look at our new facility on 
Innovation Drive that is quickly moving towards completion. Scheduled 
for November opening, it will provide a state of the art facility with swim-
ming pools, a fitness centre, two gyms and meeting rooms. Outside, there 
will be a skateboard park (designed with input from users), basketball 
court, playgrounds, splash pad, trailhead leading to Trillium Woods, and 
full-sized, artificial turf, lighted soccer field.

A community committee has been established to raise funds for those 
items not covered by the City and to liaise with the City on activities once 
the complex is open. Upcoming fundraising activities include providing 
time capsule cylinders which will be placed in an opening in the floor and 
opened in 50 years. Commemorative Pavers leading to the complex can 
be engraved with your family or business name for a donation of $500 or 
more. Tax receipts will be issued for the Commemorative Pavers donation.

The time capsules have been ordered, and once received, we will hold ses-
sions when you can come with your treasures to fill them. Capsules will be 
available for $20 each, and they are not tax receiptable. They are individu-
ally numbered, so you will get a numbered certificate for each capsule. Then 
you will have a record for your family to find your capsule(s) in 50 years!

Wow! Our Recreation Complex is under construction

Naming of the Juanita Snelgrove Park, a Pinhey descendent

Supporting staff operations – before the storm

Chinese New Year in Kanata

Teens replace graffiti with art

Marianne in a piece of the sinkhole culvert

marianne.wilkinson@ottawa.ca
www.mariannewilkinson.com

Councillor Marianne Wilkinson, Ward 4 – Kanata North
Twitter: @marianne4kanata
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