
2017 has been a momentous year in Ottawa as we  
celebrated Canada’s 150th Anniversary, had record rainfall  
and underwent continuing changes in Kanata North.  
I’m pleased to provide a snapshot of the key happenings 
during 2017, including what to expect in 2018. 

Pour une copie di mon rapport en français, communiquer 
avec moi s’il vous plait.

Protected Natural Environment – Shirley’s Brook 
cascades from Trillium Woods to the Monk 
Environmental Park, next to one of our popular trails. 
Photo by Matthew Darwin.

SOME OF MORE THAN A THOUSAND EVENTS IN MY 2017 CALENDAR 

The New Year began with lighting the 
flame at City Hall and school children 
passing the flame to Parliament Hill 
where the Centennial Flame was  
relit by the Governor General. Also  
in January, the new Park and Ride at 
Innovation opened, tree cutting and 
erection of ‘turtle’ fencing started on 
future KNL lands and Diana Sharp sang 
“O Canada” beautifully at City Council. 

In February, together with our MP 
Karen McCrimmon, we enjoyed free 
Family Day skating and refreshments,  
I sponsored the Lion Dance at Kanata’s 
Chinese New Year event at the 
Richcraft Recreation Complex Kanata 
(RRCK) and supported the community 

in dealing with the opioid crisis after 
the tragic loss of several young students.

In March, I was pleased to host my 
annual International Women’s Day 
Breakfast where Cheryl Jensen, 
President of Algonquin College, spoke 
about the advancement of women  
as illustrated in Dr. Seuss books.  
We welcomed the Kanata Central BIA,  
and I nearly froze at Crashed Ice -  
an exciting 2017 City event.

In April, our residents were honoured 
at Awesome Author Awards (10 out of 
the 65 awards went to students from 
Kanata North), 6 residents received 
the Sovereign Medal for Volunteers, 

and I was a panelist on the future of 
Autonomous Vehicles.

The community came together in May 
to help the flood victims in our neigh-
bouring ward, West Carleton-March. 
The Carp river also flooded, causing an 
increase in the mosquito population. 
Thanks to a group of hardworking 
volunteers, our local Kanata-Carleton 
Cultural Festival showcased talent in 
our community. Unfortunately, we lost 
all the trees in 3 parks and many more 
throughout the community due to the 
Emerald Ash Borer, and replanting 
was done with community help.

Winning cards from Councillor Wilkinson’s 2017 Christmas Card Contest.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

W a r d  4  –  K a n a t a  n o r t h

Councillor 
Marianne Wilkinson
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In June, we recognized volunteers at 
my Community Recognition Awards, 
Richcraft Kanata Race Day raised 
funds for the Junior Rangers Program 
to remove invasive species and 
provide environmental tours, and 
Pedal Play again taught young and  
old bike riders safety on the road. 

Canada Day in Kanata was a great 
celebration and my annual July Picnic 
brought thousands together. We 
relocated and unveiled the Kanata 
K-Sculpture. Premiere Kathleen Wynne 
visited QNX and took a ride in their 
‘driverless’ car. Hydro One clear cut 
the entire Morgan’s Grant corridor. 
The Dragon (Long Ma) and Spider 
(Kumo) of La Machine captivated 
750,000 in downtown Ottawa.

In August, I took time to visit the 
Yukon, the railway crossing on Carling 
was closed and warning signals were 
added at the Goulbourn Forced Road 
crossing. The Beaverbook Community 
took on Hydro One to protect vegeta-
tion in backyards and parks.

Expo 55+ in September informed the 
public about services for seniors. Four 
generations of Richardsons partici-
pated in the plaque unveiling for the 
Richardson Heritage Park and Kanata 
Parkrun began its weekly run around 
the Beaver Pond. Sustain Kanata North 
completed their 3-year program.

In October, I was honoured to join the 
Mayor in QNX’s driverless car (first test 
on a city street in Canada) and local 
Councillors launched a fundraising 
campaign for the Queensway Carleton 
Hospital Mental Health Unit. I hosted 
cookie decorating at the RRCK Halloween 
Party and Halloween Hustle was 
organized by the Kanata Central BIA.

In November, I met Governor General 
Julie Payette at a school re-named in 
her honour. A plaque was unveiled to 
honour John Mlacak, I sold poppies 

and laid a wreath to honour our 
veterans and rode in the Santa Claus 
Parade. Our radon gas meeting and 
review of the Mosquito Program were 
well received. 

In December, the City budget was 
approved, and residents enjoyed my 
Holiday Social as well as my cookie 
decorating at RRCK Santa’s Workshop. 
Residents commented on the future 
LRT route and heard about expansion 
plans off Terry Fox Drive. 

Councillor Wilkinson on Canada Day with City of Ottawa By-Law Officer Jennifer Thomsen.

* continued from cover

KANATA BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATIONS

Kanata Central BIA (composed of 
Centrum, Signature Centre, Canadian 
Tire area and Kanata Commons) formed 
to rejuvenate the area and make it the 
shopping area of choice in Kanata. 
Halloween and Christmas events were 
held with many more planned for 2018. 

The Kanata North Business Association, 
which includes Canada’s largest 
Technology Park, continued to support 
businesses through information 
sharing, an Autonomous Vehicle 
Summit, a job fair, TEDx-Kanata, and 
assisting Invest Ottawa with foreign 
delegations. They also hosted 
Blackberry QNX’s driverless car test.  
I was sorry to lose President and 
Executive Director Jenna Sudds, who 
has been instrumental in developing 
the organization; she has since been 
hired as the inaugural Executive 
Director for a newly founded national 
organization. 

The West Ottawa Board of Trade hired a 
new executive director, Sueling Ching.

2017 KANATA CULTURAL 
FESTIVAL

I was thrilled to chair the organizing 
committee of this Festival in celebra-
tion of Canada’s 150th anniversary.  
It showcased more than 50 groups of 
singers, dancers, musicians, artists, 
story tellers, including Ottawa’s Poet 
Laureate and the Kanata Theatre. 

The event culminated in an evening 
concert at Earl of March School 

auditorium, featuring the Kanata 
Choral Society, Kanata Symphony, 
Concert Band of Kanata, West Ottawa 
Ladies Chorus, Goulbourn Jubilee 
Singers, Goulbourn Male Chorus, 
CFUW Guitar Groovers, Linda Jamieson 
Dancers, Mass Choir, and soloist Diana 
Sharp - a first for these groups to 
perform together! CBC’s Alan Neal was 
MC and the Kanata Civic Art Gallery 
displayed local art in the foyer.  
It truly was an evening to remember.  
www.kanatacarletonculturalfestival.ca

Councillor Wilkinson, Karen McCrimmon 
MP, children and Public French School 
staff and officials celebrate with  
Governor General Julie Payette as  
their Kanata school is named after her.



HYDRO ONE

In July, Hydro One cleared all vegeta-
tion, other than grasses, from the 
Morgan’s Grant Corridor and seeded 
meadow grass in some areas. In 
December we began to plan improve-
ments to the corridor with the Ottawa 
Stewardship Council, using Hydro One 
approved vegetation. Beaverbrook 
Community residents with lines 
passing over their backyards or adja-
cent to their property, took on Hydro 
One to make their hydro corridors 
safe without severe destruction to the 
landscape on properties and in parks. 
This involves plans for individual 
properties and City lands, with work to 
be done over the winter. Many thanks 
to the community members who 
worked with me to convince Hydro 
One that this was the way to move 
forward. See more information on  
my website.

HOPES RISING CAMPAIGN FOR 
THE QUEENSWAY CARLETON 
HOSPITAL 

Along with ten other Councillors,  
I am pleased to participate in the 
Ambassadors Hopes Rising Campaign, 
raising funds for much needed 
upgrades to the Mental Health facility 
at QCH. A tour of the existing unit 
clearly showed the need for enlarging 
and improving what was built in 1976, 
so we can better serve the more  
than 3400 patients served last year. 
Dr. Kovak, Chief Psychiatrist, told  
how they have streamlined the intake 
process so patients can receive the 
services they need in a more efficient 
way. Watch for my fundraising events 
throughout the upcoming year, plan  
to attend for a good time and to 
benefit a good cause. Donate directly 
to the Queensway Carleton 
Foundation’s Kanata North Campaign.
https://tinyurl.com/HopesRisingDonation

2017 - AN AWARD  
WINNING YEAR 

We started off with the ten Awesome 
Author awards. Then I was honoured 
to attend the Governor General’s 
Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers 
Award Ceremony where six commu-
nity members were presented with 
this prestigious medal. Ryan Rodrigs 
from Kanata North won the Spirit of 
the Capital award for his invention of 
an app to stop people from texting 

and driving. At my annual Kanata 
North Community Awards, Stephanie 
Maghnam was named Citizen of the 
Year; Phyllis Chong, Senior Citizen of 
the Year; Ryan Rodrigs, Youth Citizen 
of the Year; and Sustain Kanata North, 
Organization of the Year. Along with 
Mayor Jim Watson, I presented the  
City Builder Award to Ibrahim Musa 
for his “Cuts for Kids” program.  
These residents are great examples  
of how volunteers contribute to  
our community.

AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE

History in the making! It was exciting 
to ride, with the Mayor and John Wall 
from QNX in Canada’s first on-road 
Autonomous Vehicle test drive utilizing 
a city’s public infrastructure. We all 
waved both hands (including the 
technician in the ‘driver’s’ seat) as we 
passed between the thousands who 
came out to watch. Congratulations to 
Blackberry QNX on their achievements 
here in Kanata North. Events like this 
demonstrate the important work 
being done right here in Kanata North. 

OTTAWA 2017 REVIEW

Canada’s 150th Birthday celebrations 
were spectacular! From New Year’s 
Eve 2016, Picnic on the Bridge, having 
lunch suspended from a crane, La 
Machine’s Spider and Dragon walks,  
to hosting the Grey Cup, 2017 is a year 
none of us will forget. We can be 
proud of the way we, as a city, hosted 
the world. I would like to thank 
everyone who took their time to volun-
teer for an event this year. Your hard 
work and dedication to the community 
helps make Ottawa a great city. 

Kanata Light Rail Final Recommended Alignment. Timeline for construction and funding to be determined.

Stephanie Maghnam, Citizen of the Year at the  
2017 Kanata Community Recognition Awards. 

Hundreds came out to see the first ever demo of an 
autonomous vehicle at the Kanata Research Park. 
Councillor Wilkinson with Volunteer Sarah McGinnity.
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LIGHT RAIL TO KANATA?

Councillor Wilkinson with Richcraft Kanata  
Race Day participants.

Ibrahim Musa received the Mayor’s City Builder award 
at City Council October 2017.



Test kits are available from Ottawa Public Health (613-580-
2424 x 33782) and from local hardware stores. You can also 
purchase the same kit (AT100) online from AccuStar Canada 
at www.accustarcanada.com. Use promo code: KANATA10 for 
Kanata North residents - 10% off 1 to 4 test kits plus shipping, 
valid until March 31, 2018.

Pour une copie de mon rapport en français, veuillez communiquer avec mon bureau au 613-580-2474 ou par courriel. 

KEY NUMBERS

911 – Emergencies 
311 – City Services 
211 – Social Services 
Police (non-urgent) – 613-236-1222 
(TTY) – 613-232-1123

CONTACT INFORMATION

Councillor Marianne Wilkinson 
Phone: 613-580-2474 
Ward Office: 613-580-2424 ext. 33242 
Email: Marianne.Wilkinson@ottawa.ca 
Website: www.mariannewilkinson.com 
Twitter: @Marianne4Kanata

S t a y  I n f o r m e d

You can stay informed on community 
matters by attending my monthly 
town hall meetings, visiting my 
website and subscribing to receive  
my monthly electronic newsletter.

TRANSPORTATION ACTION 
COMMITTEE KANATA NORTH 
(TACK)

TACK is a group of dedicated  
volunteers that assist me with trans-
portation related items in our Ward. 
They also organize a number of 
important projects and events, 
including Pedal Play Mobile Bike 
Rodeo and the Kanata North Cycling 
Map. New members are welcome. 
Please visit their website at www.
TACK-N.ca for more information. 

Pedal Play is a half-day mobile bike 
rodeo. 100 participants of all ages 
learned and practiced bicycle handling 
skills in a fun, non-competitive  
environment, taking part in various 
interactive learning activities. The  
tool kit they designed to assist those 
wanting to host a similar event in their 
community can be downloaded at 
www.TACK-N.ca.

TACK is currently working on the 
second edition of the Kanata North 
Cycling Map to be available this spring. 
You can view and download the newest 
edition on TACK’s website. It is a family 
friendly map of cycling routes all colour 
coded by skill level.

NUISANCE  
MOSQUITO PROGRAM 

In the second year of the program, 
mosquitoes were breeding in every 
puddle due to the record amount of 
rain. The program worked in the 
wetland areas but some mosquitoes 
came from wet areas around private 
homes and from parts of the Carp River 
that had not flooded for many years. 
Floodplain areas can have larvae 
dormant for over 15 years and this year, 
with the extreme flooding, they came 
out. Results were positive in comparison 
to nearby untreated areas. The environ-
mental study reported little impact on 
other insects. This program will continue 
for two more years.

KANATA KOURIER-STANDARD

The announcement of the closure of 
the Kanata Kourier-Standard came as 
a shock to many of us as it was a 
popular, profitable paper. We need a 
way to share community news, so in 
early 2018 I will be calling interested 
people together to work on a means 
to keep you informed – both electroni-
cally and via some sort of print 
publication. Please send me your 
suggestions and consider volunteering 
to help get this kick started.

CAMPEAU EXTENSION

Construction of the missing link on 
Campeau, including a bridge over  
the Carp River, should begin by 2019.   
A new storm water pond needed for 
drainage for the bridge is expected to 
be completed by the summer of 2019. 

DEVELOPMENT DURING 2017

New retirement homes are being built 
on Maritime Way and Goulbourn Forced 
Road, as well as a new Hilton Hotel on 
Canadian Shield and low rise apart-
ments along Terry Fox. A new separate 
elementary school is underway off Terry 
Fox, along with low rise apartments off 
Battersea and two high rise apartments 
on Maritime Way. A retail plaza is being 
built at the corner of Innovation and 
Terry Fox. Princess Auto, Kanata 
Commons (the Brick, La-Z-Boy, RBC and 
Dominos Pizza), Thai Express and the 
Carpenters Union all opened in 2017. 
Tree-cutting on KNL lands and 
Richardson Ridge occurred for future 
housing developments.

Approvals are being sought for a 
mosque and community centre for the 
Kanata Muslim Association, two hotels 
hotel near Arcadia, a small housing infill 
in Morgan’s Grant, new subdivisions  
in Arcadia and Richardson Ridge, and  
a future subdivision in the Kanata 
Highlands Urban Expansion Lands. 

Take Our Kids to Work Day with Jessica Spirak 
from Earl of March, Mayor Watson and 
Councillor Wilkinson.

Thank you to everyone who came out to watch  
the Kanata Santa Claus Parade and support the 
Kanata Food Cupboard. Shown are Councillor 
El-Chantiry, Mayor Watson, Councillor Qadri  
and Councillor Wilkinson.


